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Programme Notes 

 

Giovanni Battista Buonamente (1595–1642) was an Italian composer and violinist of the early Baroque 

era. Born in Mantua he served the Gonzagas until about 1622, and from about 1626 to 1630 went on 

to serve the Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand II in Vienna. Notably, in 1627 he played for the coronation 

of Ferdinand III, son of the Emperor in Prague. He then served as the violinist of Madonna della 

Steccata Church in Parma. His work is characteristic of the early Baroque style. A Franciscan friar, 

Buonamente naturally wrote a good deal of sacred music but unfortunately the majority of his 

sacred vocal works are lost. He is best known for his violin ensemble music, which helped cultivate 

the "new violin style" that he is credited with having brought to Austria. The character of 

Buonamente’s work is quite subtle; very few dances but several volumes of vocal Sonatas and 

Canzonas, that used simple thematic material in close imitation.  

 

Superbrass Music 

 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 
The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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